Minimum Wage, Living Wage, or the Whole Damn Pie? 


By: Prairie Fire Collective- Madison Infoshop (LU. 620) 


In the Aug. 24" issue of the Alameda Times —Star, Beth Shulman author of the recently released book, 
“The Betrayal of Work: How Low-Wage Jobs Fail 30 Million Americans,” shares some rather gruesome 
statistics about prevailing wage rates in the U.S. One out of every four U.S. workers now earns less than 
$8.70 per hour or about $18,100 per year (the “official” poverty rate for a family of four). Worse yet, 
most of these dead end low wage jobs have no benefits — no healthcare, no child care, no pension plan, 
no vacation time — nada. A 1997 study out of Syracuse University found that U.S. workers in the lowest 
wage bracket “enjoy” living standards that are 13% below those of the least well off among Germans 
and 24% below the poorest Swedes. 


Meanwhile, the purchasing power of the minimum wage continues to plummet. According to the 
Economic Policy Institute, the real value of $5.15/hr. is now 21% less than it was in 1979. A recent 
Univ. of Michigan study also found that half of those “stuck” in the bottom 20% of wage earners in 
1960 were still in the same cul-de-sac thirty years later — so much for the Horatio Alger myth of U.S. 
upward mobility. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts that by 2010 half of all new jobs will also 
require virtually no training as globalization leads to more deindustrialization and skilled ex-factory 
workers are forcibly herded into the service sector. The expendable throwaway McWorker stands 
before us in the mirror. 


Closer to home, Madison is now considering whether or 
not to adopt a citywide “minimum” wage of $7.75/hr. 
($3.88/hr. for those receiving tips) - hardly a “living wage” 
but still a major boost for service employees — about 10% 
of local labor — who struggle just to make ends meet at 
$5.15/hr. as the cost of living keeps climbing. Current 
“living wage” regulations only apply to those who directly 
contract with government or receive public monies, and — 
these “living wages” vary widely from the City of Madison 
($9.57/hr.), to Dane County ($8.70/hr.), to the Associated 
Students of Madison (ASM), UW’s student government 
($8.25/hr.). A petition drive is underway to put a citywide 
referendum on the spring ballot, though this may be 
preempted by a similar ordinance being introduced at the 


City Council level. 


Joe Troy: “Those F lying Saucers Not For Us” 
(Industrial Worker, 26 July 1947). 
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Dia de los Muertos — (Day of the Dead) - E 


The powerful potential of Hallowe’en and Samhain also carries 
over into the Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), which is 
celebrated in Latino/Latina communities throughout the Americas 
on Nov. 2" (All Souls Day). In contrast to the Christian “Hell,” 
indigenous peoples in much of the rest of the world believe in a 
pleasant afterlife where ancestors go to relax and recreate. The 
resulting synergistic festival includes visits to graves and 
cemetaries, masked dancing, costume parades, large feasts with 
gift exchanges, and all sorts of boisterous skeletons (calaveras). 
These calaveras often engage in mischievous anti-authoritarian 
behavior, as so well captured in the works of the Mexican artist 
Posada. Far from being a morbid event, the Dia de los Muertos is 
really a vibrant celebration of life’s possibilities. 
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Working Class Monstrosities 


Many of the “monsters” we now associate with Halloween 
we're actually spawned as bourgeois e nightmares long ago. 
For instance, popular stories such as Shelly’s Frankenstein 
(1819) and Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897) were interpreted as 
critiques of the industrial revolution, western colonialism, 
and social darwinism.' Capitalism was rightly seen by the 
poor huddled masses as preying upon them! All the sorry 
creatures of this horrid system - indentured servants, 
refugees, immigrants, mole people, prostitutes, street urchins, 
riffraff — have since been invoked and demonized in their 
turn by elites eager to justify terrorism. Popular 19" century 
dime novels depicted hairy gorilla-like anarchists, while 
known radicals were rounded up and photographed by police 
so that their skull shapes and facial features could be 
eugenically analyzed. All this paranoia led to the awful 
specter of militant union activists swinging from the gallows 
in Chicago on Nov. 11, 1887 — the Haymarket Martyrs. 


ANARCHIST HORRORS 


Angeles Times in 1910. 
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. . I knew about anarchists, because of the execution of 
the Haymarket martyrs when I was ten years old. In the | 
“chamber of horrors” of the Eden Musee, a place of wax- 
works, I saw a group representing these desperados sitting 
around a table making bombs. I swallowed these bombs 
whole, and shuddered at the thought of depraved persons who 
inhabited the back rooms of saloons, jeered at God, prac- 
` ticed free love, and conspired to blow up the Government. 
In short, I believed in 1889 what ninery-five percent of America 
believes in 1932. 


Upton SINCLAIR 


“Weapons of Mass Deception” 
By: SW Matthay 
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Sheldon Rampton & John Stauber 
Weapons of Mass Deception $11.95 
215 pages publisher Tarcher/Putnam 


A number of opinion surveys have recently reported that for 


the first time since the beginning of the war in Iraq a solid 
majority of Americans believe the Bush administration 
either stretched the truth about Iraqi weapons of mass 


destruction or told outright lies. The publication of Weapons 


of Mass Deception by the investigative reporters Sheldon 
Rampton and John Stauber should swell that majority as 
well as critically inform this curious public about the 


aggressive public relations campaign used to take the nation 


to war with Iraq. 


For starters, Rampton and Stauber remind readers about the 
PR campaign master-minded by Hill & Knowlton that 
curried American sentiment for the first war in the Gulf. 
With a budget in excess of $10 million, Hill & Knowlton 
had ample funds to gather, select, and broadcast a vast 
quantity of information. This process (or should I say 
project) also included the fabrication of front groups 
designed to hide the identity of private sponsors as well as 
scripting theatrical stories that were then presented as the 
news. One particular event that is now recognized as the 
most decisive ploy used to manufacture American consent 
for the first Gulf war involved the testimony of Kuwaiti 
citizens at a hearing designed to resembled an official 
congressional proceeding (the so-called Congressional 
Human Rights Caucus). The most moving “eye-witness” 
testimony given by a young Kuwaiti girl, identified only by 
her first name, described how Iraqi soldiers had taken 
hundreds of babies out of incubators in a hospital in 
Kuwaiti City and left “the babies on the cold floor to die” 
In fact, the girl was the 15 year-old daughter of the Kuwaiti 
ambassador to the US and Hill & Knowlton had scripted 
her lines for their client, the Kuwaiti Royal family. 
Needless to say, Dr. Fayeza Youssef, who ran the obstetrics 
unit at the hospital said the girl’s claim was false; no one 
had seen Iraqi troops yanking babies from incubators. 


Though the babies-torn-from-incubators story has bec: 
infamous within the PR community, few Americans 
understand how (much less why) their perceptions wer 
managed at that time, and how their perceptions about 
various Islamic states and leaders have been managed ¢ 
since. Even as recently as this January for example, in 


© opinion poll conducted by Knight-Ridder Newspapers, 


of the people surveyed still believed that one or more o: 
Sept. 11 terrorist hijackers were Iraqi citizens. In fact, 1 
were, most were from our “client state” Saudi Arabia. I 
the thrust for U.S. economic hegemony, in the Middle E 
it was simply expedient for the Bush administration to 
fabricate evidence that would link Irag to Al Qaeda. 


What Rampton and Stauber would like Americans to kn 
is that the freedom of speech that is seen to be the essence 
of democracy, also grants the freedom to lie. Thus, a 
necessary skill for those who aspire to better, livable wor 
is to be able to discriminate between fact and fabrication. 
Weapons of Mass Deception also makes it clear that it is 
important to know who is footing the bill for the vast 
amount of misinformation that is broadcast — be it the 
Pentagon, the CIA, a “client state,” multinational 
corporation, or other entity. In the same way the general 
public has become savvy about the industries creating 
desire and consumption, Americans need to understand 
how so much of what passes for news has been tailored in 
the interests of ruling elites as acutely as any marketing 
campaign; we need to understand what is at stake. The . 
German poet and social critic Hans Enzensberger put it this 
way: 


“The few cannot go on accumulating wealth unless they 
accumulate the power to manipulate the minds of the 
many. To expropriate manpower they have to expropriate 
the brain. What is being abolished in today’s affluent 
societies, from Moscow to Los Angeles, is not exploitation 
but our awareness of it. The material pauperization of the 
last century is followed and replaced by the immaterial 
pauperization of today. Its most obvious manifestation is 
the decline in political options available to the citizens of 
the most advance nations: a mass of political nobodies, 
over whose head even collective suicide can be decreed, is 
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Dia de los Muertos — (Day of the Dead) - 


The powerful potential of Hallowe’en and Samhain also carries 
over into the Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), which is 
celebrated in Latino/Latina communities throughout the Americas 
on Nov. 2" (All Souls Day). In contrast to the Christian “Hell,” 
indigenous peoples in much of the rest of the world believe in a 
pleasant afterlife where ancestors go to relax and recreate. The 
resulting synergistic festival includes visits to graves and 
cemetaries, masked dancing, costume parades, large feasts with 
gift exchanges, and all sorts of boisterous skeletons (calaveras). 
These calaveras often engage in mischievous anti-authoritarian 
behavior, as so well captured in the works of the Mexican artist 
Posada. Far from being a morbid event, the Dia de los Muertos is 
ee a vibrant celebration of life’s es 


THE PESTILENCE THAT WALKETH IN DARKNESS AND 
THE DESTRUCTION THAT WASTETH AT NOONDAY. | 
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Working Class Monstrosities 
Many of the “monsters” we now associate with Hallowe'en 
we're actually spawned as bourgeois e nightmares long ago. 
For instance, popular stories such as Shelly’s Frankenstein 
(1819) and Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897) were interpreted as 
critiques of the industrial revolution, western colonialism, 
and social darwinism.' Capitalism was rightly seen by the |, 
poor huddled masses as preying upon them! All the sorry 
creatures of this horrid system - indentured servants, 
refugees, immigrants, mole people, prostitutes, street urchins, 
riffraff — have since been invoked and demonized in their 
turn by elites eager to justify terrorism. Popular 19" century 
dime novels depicted hairy gorilla-like anarchists, while 
known radicals were rounded up and photographed by police 
so that their skull shapes and facial features could be 
eugenically analyzed. All this paranoia led to the awful 
specter of militant union activists swinging from the gallows 
in Chicago on Nov. 11, 1887 — the Haymarket Martyrs. 
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Hallowe’en Insurrection 


| Given that the masses aren't asses, it wasn't long before 

| oppressed communities began to reclaim the legacy of 
Hallowe’en for their own. Martin Luther choice the date to 
nail his challenge to theocracy on the church door. Guy 
Fawkes may have botched his chance to blow up the British 
Parliament, but when the state tried to sanitize the day as one 
of “national thanksgiving” the more lumpen minded quickly 
reclaimed it, and now Guy Fawkes Day (Nov. 6") has all the 
insurrectionary trappings of Samhaim. New England colonists | 
enjoyed burning effigies of the Stamp Man, the Pope, the 
Devil, and King George to celebrate Hallowe'en. On Oct. 31st 
in 1939 destitute youth left their squalid “Hoovervilles” to 
smash over a thousand wealthy windows in Queens, NY. N 

+ Fearing anti-war sabotage, the Chicago City Council officially A 

abolished Hallowe’en during WW II, renaming it 
“Conservation Day.” Army trucks and police cars still found 

| their tires deflated, though. Modern day Detroit has become a 

bizarre tourist destination each Oct. 31“ as the urban poor use 

the cover of night to vent their anger through arson. When 

gueer activists politicized the annual Castro Street festival in 

1994, the San Francisco riot cops descended en masse, = né Maika 

arresting over a hundred radicalized revelers. Ea 2 Poe ai alone ae 


| In 2002 an activist coalition in London called the Disobedients issued a challenge to the government and 
| urged protesters to meet on Oct. 31“ at 6 pm dressed in white outside the Houses of Parliament. Their 
call in part read: 


| 

| "We are all ghosts, phantoms of the periphery, the discarded, the dead of all wars. We are those who are 
invisible and voiceless, those who are ignored by the charade of 'democracy' which beats the drums of 

| war that lead us without consent towards untold destruction and global chaos. But on Halloween, long 

| known as mischief night, a time of change and transformation, the ghosts will take to the streets and 
become visible again. On that night everyone is invited to dress in white, disguised as ghosts, and 
converge on parliament, which we'll occupy in order to participate in a mass popular assembly. 


lives. We'll show that politics isn't made by the few but by the many, and we'll declare our disobedience 
publicly. On Halloween the ghosts will become the 'disobedients'. We'll pledge to do everything in our 
power to stop the threatened war on Iraq, by direct action and sabotaging the war effort. 


| Through this act, we'll desert their 'democracy' and take back our voices, reclaiming direct control of our 
| 


| 

| Hundreds of thousands of us marched against the war last month, but traditional demonstrations alone 

| won't stop the warmongers. In Britain, we're in the unique position of being able to stop a war from 

| happening. The government is the major international backer of the US administration and, if it pulls 
out, the US will be completely isolated. We can force the British government to withdraw its support. 

| We can stop the seemingly out-of-control juggernaut dead in its tracks." 

| 

| 

| 


This hidden radical history of Hallowe'en, Samhain, and the Day of the Dead should be an inspiration to 
everyone who is under the boot of the Man. Why not “haunt” a horrid manifestation of corporate 
culture in your community? Or how about playing “tricks” on landlords, capitalists, and politicians? 


The night is still yours... - take it back! 


Wed. Nov. Sth 6:30 pm Pres House — Main Lounge (731 State St. — Madison) “Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) — 
What's Happening to the Western Hemisphere?” Teach-in featuring presentations on what the FTAA is, FTAA's effetcs on 
labor (here and there), FTAA and the environment, FTA A:s impact on farmers and food sovereignty, FTAA and SOA 
militarizing the Americas, and democracry (or lack thereof) under FTAA. Interactive dialogue to follow, plus fari trade 
coffee and other snacks. Info? #608-262-9036 or www.madftaa.org 


Fri, Nov. 7th 2:30 pm Immanuel United Methodist Church (201 E. Racine — on Hwy 18 one block east of Hwy 26 in 
Jefferson, WI) Town Hall Meeting and March in Support of UFCW Workers on Strike Against Tyson Foods. Speaker: 
John Sweeney, Pres. AFL-CIO. Carpools from Madison will leave at 1:30 pm from UW-Madison Memorial Union (800 © 
Langdon St.) 

j 
Fri. — Sat. Nov. 7th — 8th Catacombs Coffeeshop (731 State St./UW P well - hess “Be the Media 11 
(in conjunction with the National Media Reform Conference hitp://vww.mediarefi fer 
Fri. 12:00 Noon hiphop music; Sat. 9:00 am on DIY workshops on “such topics ? as: Soma media centers, micro-radio, 
bilingual media, hiphop as a movement, indy newspapers & magazines, political theater, cartoons/stencils/graphix. Plus 
discussions on the state of indymedia today. Live Guerilla News Network (GNN) coverage of all events. Housing available. 
Info? #608-262-9036 


Sat. Nov. 8th 5:30 pm Wilmar Community Center (953 Jenifer St. - Madison) Socialist Potluck — on the topic of 
“Altemative Trade and Alternative Economics” with speakers from Madison Hours. the Madison Fair Trade Fair, plus 
updates on mobilizing against the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) meeting in Miami, FL. Bring a dish/drink to 
share. Info? #608-241-2829 


Thurs. Nov. 13th 6:30 pm potluck 7:00 pm meeting Lakeside Press (1334 Williamson St. - Madison) Madison General 
Membership Branch (GMB) meeting of the Industrial Workers of the World (WW). Bring a dish/drink to share and roll up 
your sleeves for some radical labor organizing! Info? #608-255-1800 or #608-262-9036 
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Nov. 20-21st Free Trade Area of America oe ~ came and citizens’ counter protest (Miami, FL) Info? 
www.madftaa.org, www.stopftaa.org www.ftaaresistance.org Transport being organized from WI — Info? #608-262-9036 
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IWW - Madison Branch 
PO Box 2442 
Madison, WI 53701 
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The strike in housing was crushed by the use of scabs. At 
Memorial Union, the contract had real gains, but MULO 
was unable to force the employer to bargain over wages, a 
refusal that lives on to this day and results in the lowest 
wages for students and Limited Term Employees (LTE's) 
of any workplace on campus. 


WEASEL WORDS _ 

Tom Cleary, the Human Resource (HR) rep who bargained against MULO's contract, was 

quoted in a labor relation publication as bragging that he had riddled the MULO contract with 

"weasel words". His comment reflects a practice campus wide, where “Human Resource” reps 
on't try to fairly administer labor contracts, but instead attempt to "weasel" out of their 

agreements, and find any rational - plausible or not - to support a supervisor's behavior. 


LTE ABUSE AT MEMORIAL UNION 

The progress report on Plan 2008 - the UW's diversity plan - issued in May 2002 showed the 
Memorial Union to be the worst Limited Term Employee (LTE) abuser on campus, and that 
people of color were about three times as likely to have LTE jobs as classified jobs. 


NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE 4 
The Memorial Union managers are using the Ta anniversary 0 of the building as an occasion to | Ya 
find additional donors. Campus workers are also using the 75" anniversary to expose 
management’s long history of bad labor practices. 


If you agree with fair treatment for all workers, then please take a moment and share your 
concerns with Mark Guthier, the Director of the Memorial Union. 


Mark Guthier: phone: 608-262-2263 email: mcguthier@facstaff.wisc.edu 


No justice, no peace. It's not just a slogan; it's a way of life. 


Support Workers Rights! Boycott Tyson Foods! 


The strike is now in its eight month, and solidarity is more Consumers c apport se eae ee 
: novcottino all Tyson 
important than ever. Wobblies need to spread the message by bo Lineas HA Fill out customer comment — 


about Tyson’s union busting tactics and take what direct roma a rad a hae j 
action they deem fit in their own communities. Pasang should eect = rights selling 


„ Tyson Brandnames 


American Favorite Arctic Alaska Fisheries Black Diamond Black Gold 

| Bruss Casino Chef Chairman’s Reserve Cohens 

Corn King Colonial Continental Deli Culinary Foods 
Delightful Farms Delta Valley Deuschmacher DFG 
Doskocil Foodbrands America Golden Trophy IBP 
Iowa Ham ITC JacPac Jordan's i 
Kettle Cooked Kirschner KPR Lady Asian 

| Louis Kemp Seafood Mallard’s Mexican Original Nature's Farm 

| Prospect Farms Rosani Russer Russer Light 

| Sunset Supreme Lean Supreme Tender Supreme Trim 

-| Tastybird Tenderform Thorn Apple Valley TNT Crust 

— Weaver Williams Wilson 


« 75 YEARS or LABOR 
STRIFE AT UW-MADISON 


On Wed. Sept. 24" on the front steps of the Memorial Union a spirited rally of campus workers, 
labor unions, and community supporters demonstrated to commemorate the 75th anniversary of a 
construction workers strike that occurred during the building of the Memorial Union. (Students 
and alumni donated the building funds) After the rally, people adjourned to the Great Hall in the 
Memorial Union for a presentation by labor unions, student groups, and the South Central 
Federation of Labor (SCFL) discussing the history of labor organizing at the UW-Madison. 


1929 TRADESMEN STRIKE 

The Memorial Union’s administrators (including Ted Crabb) and the building contractor had 
made an agreement with the tradesmen to hire only unionized workers. Upon discovering the 
contractor had broken the agreement by hiring four non-union carpenters, the tradesmen walked 
off the job. Picketing started immediately. A week into the walk- out the contractor began 
importing more non-union workers from its home city Duluth. 


On the picket lines, cries of “Show me you union card”, and “I don’t have to show it” flew back 
and forth. “You fellows know what you’re up against in a closed shop town, don’t you?” one of 
the strikers yelled at three non-union bricklayers. “This is a free country,” was the retort hurled 
back. 
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“We ve got the students behind us” was a frequently 
repeated statement among the ranks of the union men. 
Scab and rats were two epitaphs thrown at the 
strikebreakers by the angry crowd. The strikebreakers 
were also threatened with dunkings in nearby Lake 
Mendota. One scab traded a brief exchange of punches 
until he retreated back into the building. 


The police headquarters received a “riot call”, and were 
told that unionized workers were threatening to do bodily 
injury to strike breakers. Cheers of students urged the 
union workers to action. The incident ended with union 
men and students chasing a fleeing taxicab with two 
escaping strikebreakers. 


Despite the successes and unionized workers persuading scabs to leave the job, the 
administrators continued their refusal to honor the “closed shop” agreement. The contractor 
imported even more scabs, both from Duluth and Chicago. Picketing was described as a near 
riot. Armed guards and the Madison police stepped up arrests of both tradesmen and students, 
till finally the strike was broken. 


This event was just one of many assaults administrators have made on working people on the 
UW-Madison campus. 


1972 MULO STRIKE 

In April 1972, a wildcat strike broke out among workers in the Memorial Union dish room. The 
strike quickly spread throughout the Wisconsin Unions and through food service in the dorms. A 
boycott by the campus community led to a business drop off of 60-75%, and MULO signed a 


contract with management in May. 
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Sinister Plotting Against Western Civilization Exposed! 


MILWAUKEE IWW ORGANIZING PLAN 


1. 


The IWW must always keep in mind that our ultimate goal is revolution: stopping 
the U.S. empire, smashing capitalism and abolishing the wage system [see IWW 


Constitution]. 


A. We do this in two ways: 
1. by organizing workers. 
2. by getting mass support. 


While recognizing that revolution is only possible under the right social conditions 
[and we never know for sure when those social conditions will occur] we organize 
workers so that when the right conditions arise, we can direct the people toward 


revolution. 


Because all of this is difficult, it requires coordination of the correct analyses and 
strategy so that we keep moving in a revolutionary direction. [1-5 year plan?] 


Keeping all of this in mind, no revolution has ever had a majority of the people behind it. 
But because we must rely on mass suppori, we don't alienate reformists groups and 
movements, but neither do we allow them to usurp our agenda-revolution. We must 
maintain our autonomy throughout. 


Essentials of organizing 


1 Members 

2 Structure 
21 Leadership 
22 Stewards 
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2.3 Issue committees 

Regular meetings 

Goals and objectives workers want to achieve 
Strategies to achieve goals 

Tactics: planned actions 


Fiscal: expenses and collection of dues 


Discretionary structures for collective bargaining 
1. Elected negotiating committee 

2 Elected departmental stewards 

3. Elected officers 
4 


Bylaws 


Unnecessary for organizing or bargaining 

1. Employer permission and/or recognition 

2 Government permission and/or recognition 
3. Certifying election 

4 Contract 
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